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God

America
and

The Power of History

“He who controls the past, 
controls the future.”

George Orwell

The Power of History

“A people without a heritage 
are easily persuaded.”

Karl Marx



2

What year was the United 
States Constitution drafted?

Dr. Franklin,  
what sort of 
government 

have we?

You have a 
Republic, 
Ma’am, if 

you can keep 
it…

Two Approaches to History

- Supernatural
- God exists outside of nature
- Nature is not all there is
- God intervenes in nature to some
degree

- God has a plan that He is working
out in human history
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Two Approaches to History

- Natural
- Nothing exists outside of nature
- If a God does exist, He does not
intervene in nature

- There is no meta-narrative

What Is a Presupposition?

To come to a 
necessary conclusion 

beforehand

The most important 
presupposition we make is about 
the existence of God and how He 
acts in our world.  It affects nearly 

every decision we make.

Conclusions of Naturalism

“The nonreality of the 
supernatural means, on the 

human level that men do not 
possess supernatural and 

immortal souls…”

Humanism as a Philosophy
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Conclusions of Naturalism

“Using the powerful critical tools of 
science and logical analysis, modern 

man now recognizes that the universe 
has no special meaning or purpose 
and that man is not the object of a 

special creation.”

The Humanist Alternative

The Supernatural Perspective

“Blessed be the name of God forever 
and ever, for wisdom and might are 
His.  And He changes the times and 
seasons; He removes kings and raises 

up kings; He gives wisdom to the 
wise and knowledge to those who 

have understanding.”
Daniel 2:20-21

If a group of people were to 
adopt the presupposition that 

God does not exist or at least act 
in human history, what effects 

would it have?

…Humanism
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Humanism Christianity
- Natural - Supernatural
- Man is good - Man is evil

- No “larger story” - God has sovereign plan

- Man must save himself - God must save man

- Man is perfectible - Man is corrupt

- Man is the source - God is the source
of law                                of law

The Humanist Manifesto I, published in 1933, 
showed with crystal clarity their comprehension 

of the totality of what was involved.  It was to 
our shame that Julian and Aldous Huxley, and 
the others like them, understood much earlier 
than Christians that these two world views are 

two total concepts of reality standing in 
antithesis to each other.  We should be utterly 

ashamed that this is the fact.

A Christian Manifesto, Francis Schaeffer

Humanism & Christianity

What we must understand is that the 
two world views really do bring forth 

with inevitable certainty not only 
personal differences, but also total 

differences in regard to society, 
government and law.

A Christian Manifesto, Francis Schaeffer
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A substantial percent of Americans now believe 
that America was founded as a Christian nation, 
and they believe that in part because the flood of 

revisionist history, based on historical lies, 
fabrications and distortions, and misquotes and 
false quotes incorrectly attributed to America's 
founders, that has been written over the past 

several decades. 

Frederick Clarkson – Founder Talk2Action
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