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Columbus, Conquistadors, 
Missionaries and Martyrs

1490’s to 1550’s

Spanish and Portuguese Explorers and Conquerors

Population of northern Latin America went 
from 85 – 115 million to 10 million

Stories of great missionaries who gave everything 
to bring the light of Christ to the Indians

Violence in the Name of Christ!

Crusades

Inquisitions

Persecution of Jews

Forced Conversion to Christianity

Catholics Killing Protestants

Protestants Killing Catholics
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How do you answer the non-Christian 
who challenges the legitimacy of 

Christianity because of a blood-stained 
history of the Church?

Violence in the Name of Christ!

“Since the breaking out of the light of the 
gospel in England, Satan has maintained 

various wars against the Saints, from time to 
time, in different ways, sometimes by bloody 
death and cruel torment, at other times by 

imprisonment, banishment, and other 
wrongs, as if unwilling that his kingdom 

should be overcome…”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation

Another Force in History

They said to Him, “We have one Father – God”

Jesus answered, “You belong to your father, the 
devil, and you want to carry out your father's 

desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, 

for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

John 8:41,44 NKJV

A Chilling Revelation
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“He who is not with Me is against Me, and he 
who does not gather with Me scatter abroad.”

Matthew 12:30 NKJV

A House Divided

Withdraw yourself from men of corrupt minds 
and destitute of the truth, who suppose that 

godliness is a means of gain. 

1 Timothy 6:5

A False Godliness

Two Kinds of Men
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God’s Servant

Those who can say like St Paul that for 
them “to live is Christ”. These people have 

got rid of the tiresome business of 
adjusting the rival claims of Self and God 
by the simple expedient of rejecting the 

claims of Self altogether. The will of Christ 
no longer limits theirs; it is theirs. 

C.S. Lewis, Present Concerns

Satan’s Servant

Those who live simply for their own sake 
and pleasure, regarding Man and Nature 
as so much raw material to be cut up into 

whatever shape may serve them 

C.S. Lewis, Present Concerns

A Christian World-View
When we are examining a group of persons who 
claim to do something in the name of Christ, we 
must determine whether they were acting in true 

godliness.  In order to do this we must 
understand what Scripture teaches about issues 
like economics, human rights, liberty, and the 

relationship of one nation to another.  These are 
not easy issues to address, but they are exactly 

what make up a world-view.  If we don’t answer 
these questions from a Biblical perspective, we 
will end up adopting the popular perspective.
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The English Settlements

The English Settlements

The Lost Colony of Roanoke – 1585

The Virginia Company – 1606

What were their motivations?

Servants of God or Satan?

In the preamble of their charter are the words, 
“…propagating of the Christian religion to 

such people as yet live in darkness and 
miserable ignorance of the true knowledge and 

worship of God.” 

Alexander Brown, The Genesis of the United States, Volume 1
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What were their motivations?

“The adventure was promoted as an admittedly 
risky opportunity to share in a great work of 
God, which would play a role in the salvation 
of countless thousands of miserable Indians.”

Peter Marshall, The Light and the Glory

What were their motivations?

Out of 144 passengers who sailed in 1606, only 
one was a minister.  Robert Hunt.  And he had 

been chosen because he was in no way 
“touched with the least suspicion of factious 

schismatic”.

George F. Willison, Behold Virginia

What were their motivations?
Half of the passengers were Gentlemen whose 

code of conduct did not allow them to do 
common work.  These men “eagerly set about 
opening oysters in search of pearls while the 
commoners labored to unload the ships, and 
the council began arguing over the site of the 

settlement.”

Peter Marshall, The Light and the Glory
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Does God Really Prosper?

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from 
your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day 

and night, that you may observe to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then 
you will make your way prosperous, and then 

you will have good success.”

Joshua 1:8

The Pilgrims

Why did the Pilgrims
come to America?

Self – Preservation?

Or Providence? 
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Why Did the Pilgrims Come to America?

Religious Freedom?

“Persecuted for their religious beliefs, a long line 
of men and women have taken refuge in America 

ever since the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth 
Rock.”

PBS, Destination America

Why Did the Pilgrims Come to America?

1. “The hardships of the country were such that 
comparatively few others would join them, and 
fewer still would bide it out and remain with 

them.”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation

Why Did the Pilgrims Come to America?

2. “Old age began to steal on many of them, and 
their great and continual labors, with other 
crosses and sorrows, hastened it before their 

time…”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation
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Why Did the Pilgrims Come to America?
3. “Many of their children… were often so 

oppressed with their labors, that though their 
minds were free and willing, their bodies bowed 
under the weight and became decrepit in early 

youth…”.   “Many of the children, influenced by 
these conditions and the great licentiousness of 
the young people of the country, and the many 
temptations of the city, were led by evil example 
into dangerous courses, getting the reins off their 

necks and leaving their parents.”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation

Why Did the Pilgrims Come to America?

4. “Last and not least, they cherished a great hope 
and inward zeal of laying good foundations, or at 

least of making some way towards it, for the 
propagation and advance of the gospel of the 
kingdom of Christ in the remote parts of the 

world…”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation
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Significant Events
A Faith Unmovable

“But these things did not dismay them, 
though they sometimes troubled them; 
for their desires were set on the ways of 

God, to enjoy His ordinances; they rested 
on His providence, and knew Whom 

they had believed.”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation

Significant EventsStepping Stones

“Last and not least, they cherished a 
great hope and inward zeal of laying good 
foundations, or at least of making some 
way towards it, for the propagation and 
advance of the gospel of the kingdom of 
Christ in the remote parts of the world, 
even though they should be but stepping 
stones to others in the performance of so 

great a work.”

William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation
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Next Week:
Who Were the Puritans Really?


