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What is Liberty?

…where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty.

2 Corinthians 3:17b  NKJV

The Nature of God

Therefore if the Son makes you free, you 
shall be free indeed.

John 8:36  NKJV
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The American system of government is founded 
on two counterbalancing principles: that the 

majority of the people governs, through 
democratically elected representatives; and that 

the power even of a democratic majority must be 
limited, to ensure individual rights. 

American Civil Liberties Union

Today’s Liberty

Your First Amendment rights - freedom of speech, 
association and assembly; freedom of the press, and 

freedom of religion.

ACLU Seeks to Protect…

Your right to equal protection under the law - equal 
treatment regardless of race, sex, religion or national origin.

Your right to due process - fair treatment by the government 
whenever the loss of your liberty or property is at stake.

Your right to privacy - freedom from unwarranted 
government intrusion into your personal and private affairs. 
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Oppose the FCC’s Proposal to Regulate TV Violence

ACLU Action Alerts

Stop DEA Obstruction of Scientific Research on 
Medical Marijuana

Support the Freedom of Choice Act

Support the Rights of Gay-Lesbians to Parent Children 

Autonomy; Immunity from arbitrary 
exercise of authority

wordnet.princeton.edu

America’s Definition of Liberty
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Liberty, in modern time, is generally considered a 
concept of political philosophy and identifies the 
condition in which an individual has the ability 

to act according to his or her own will. 

en.wikipedia.org

America’s Definition of Liberty

A Biblical View of Liberty
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Hebrew - der-ore'

God’s Design For Liberty

freedom; spontaneity of outflow and therefore clear:--
liberty, pure 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me,
because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good 

tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

And the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound;

Isaiah 61:1  NKJV

God’s Design For Liberty
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Take thou also unto thee principal spices, of 
pure myrrh five hundred shekels… 

Isaiah 61:1  KJV

God’s Design For Liberty

Hebrew - der-ore‘

Liberty = Purity

God’s Design For Liberty
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I will walk about in freedom, 
for I have sought out your precepts.

Psalm 119:45  NIV

Purity Brings Liberty 

Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's 

slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading 
to death, or of obedience leading to 

righteousness?

Romans 6:16  NKJV

New Testament Liberty 
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And having been set free from sin, you 
became slaves of righteousness.

Romans 6:18  NKJV

New Testament Liberty 

God is the author of liberty

Biblical View of Liberty 

Liberty is not the freedom to do 
whatever I would like

Liberty can only be found once 
the power of sin is broken

Liberty is the freedom to act righteously
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“There is a liberty of a corrupt nature which is effected both by
men and beasts to do what they [wish], and this liberty is 

inconsistent with authority, impatient of all restraint; by this liberty 
'sumus omnes deteriores': 'tis the grand enemy of truth and peace, 

and all the ordinances of God are bent against it. But there is a civil, 
a moral, a federal liberty which is the proper end and object of

authority; it is a liberty for that only which is just and good: for this 
liberty you are to stand with the hazard of your very lives and 

whatsoever crosses it is not authority, but a distemper thereof. This 
liberty is maintained in a way of subjection to authority…”

John Winthrop – As cited in Democracy in America, Alexis De 
Tocqueville

Puritan’s View of Liberty 

What Was the View of Liberty 
When America Was Founded?
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“We have spent the prime of our lives in 
procuring [young men] the precious blessing 
of liberty. Let them spend theirs in showing 
that it is the great parent of science and of 

virtue…”

Thomas Jefferson – 1789

Founder’s View of Liberty 

“Is there no virtue among us? If there be not, 
we are in a wretched situation. No theoretical 
checks -- no form of government can render 

us secure.”

James Madison – 1788 

Founder’s View of Liberty 
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That no free government, or the blessings of 
liberty, can be preserved to any people but by a 

firm adherence to justice, moderation, 
temperance, frugality, and virtue and by 

frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.

Section 15 Virginia Declaration of Rights - 1776

Founder’s View of Liberty 

“Liberty can no more exist without virtue and 
independence, than the body can live and move 

without a soul.”

John Adams - 1763

Founder’s View of Liberty 



13

What Happens When 
Liberty is Abused?

Plato’s Republic

Plato’s Warning on the Abuse of Liberty 
Socrates - Then may we say that democracy, like 

oligarchy, is destroyed by its insatiable craving for 
the object which it defines to be supremely good?

Adeimantus - And what according to 
you, is that object?

Socrates - Freedom
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I mean that the father grows accustomed to descend 
to the level of his sons and to fear them, and the son 
is on a level with his father, he having no respect or 

reverence for either of his parents; and this is his 
freedom, and sojourner is equal with the citizen and 

the citizen with the sojourner…

Plato’s Republic

Plato’s Warning on the Abuse of Liberty 

“Arbitrary power is most easily
established on the ruins of Liberty abused to 

licentiousness.”

George Washington – Circular to the States, 1783

Warnings on the Abuse of Liberty 
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Licentiousness?

Excessive indulgence of liberty; contempt of the 
just restraints of law, morality and decorum

Noah Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

Warnings on the Abuse of Liberty 

“…only a virtuous people are capable of freedom.  
As nations become corrupt and viscous, they 

have more needs of masters.”

Benjamin Franklin - 1787

Warnings on the Abuse of Liberty 
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Robberies (Per 100,000)

Divorce (Per 1,000)
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Non-Marital Births (Percentage)

Abortions
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Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will 
come to you quickly and remove your lampstand

from its place—unless you repent.

Revelation 2:5

Our Responsibility 

God

America
and

Next Week:
The Revolution – When 

Resistance Becomes a Duty


