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God

America
and

What Kind of War?
Revolutionary War?

War for Independence?
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Revolution:
A drastic and far-

reaching change in ways 
of thinking and 

behaving

wordnet.princeton.edu

A Change In Our Language

Revolution:
A material or entire 

change in the 
constitution of 
government.

Webster’s 1828 Dictionary

But what do we mean by the American Revolution? 
Do we mean the American war? The Revolution was 
effected before the war commenced. The Revolution 
was in the minds and hearts of the people; a change 

in their religious sentiments of their duties and 
obligations.

Letter from John Adams to H. Niles - Feb 13, 1818

What Kind of War?
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What Was the Change?
…They thought themselves bound to pray for the 
king and queen and all the royal family, and all in 

authority under them, as ministers ordained of God 
for their good; but when they saw those powers 

renouncing all the principles of authority, and bent 
upon the destruction of all the securities of their 

lives, liberties, and properties, they thought it their 
duty to pray for the continental congress and all the 

thirteen State congresses.

Letter from John Adams to H. Niles - Feb 13, 1818

What Was the Change?

This radical change in the principles, opinions, 
sentiments, and affections of the people, was the 

real American Revolution.

Letter from John Adams to H. Niles - Feb 13, 1818
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Began immediately with the Puritans

The Struggle For Independence

Puritan’s complete dependence on God

As soon as thirty years after the founding of the 
Colonies, they were being ruled by native-born 

Americans who knew nothing of life under a king.

1763 - French and Indian War Ends

1763 - Royal Proclamation 

1764 - Sugar Act

1765 - Stamp Act, Currency Act

1767 - Townshend Acts

1770 - Boston Massacre

1774 - Intolerable Acts

Events Leading to War
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What the Founders Said

Objects of the most stupendous magnitude, and 
measure in which the lives and liberties of millions 

yet unborn are intimately interested, are now before 
us. We are in the very midst of a revolution the 

most complete, unexpected and remarkable of any 
in the history of nations.

John Adams - Letter to William Cushing, June 9, 1776

How Was This Revolution Different?

1. The founders went into the 
revolutionary war reluctantly
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How Was This Revolution Different?

It is better to obey a bad law, making use at the same 
time of every argument to show its errors and 

procure its repeal, than forcibly to violate it; because 
the precedent of breaking a bad law might weaken 
the force, and lead to a discretionary violation, of 

those which are good.

Thomas Paine – Rights of Man

How Was This Revolution Different?

The Olive Branch Petition

July 5, 1775
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George Washington
1732 - 1799

Born in Virginia

Served as colonel in 
French-Indian Wars

Commander-in-Chief of 
the Continental Army

First President of the 
United States

How Was This Revolution Different?
Washington was long considered not just a military and 

revolutionary hero, but a man of great personal 
integrity, with a deeply held sense of duty, honor and 

patriotism. He was upheld as a shining example in 
schoolbooks and lessons: as courageous and farsighted, 
holding the Continental Army together through eight 
hard years of war and numerous privations, sometimes 

by sheer force of will; and as restrained: at war's end 
taking affront at the notion he should be King; and 

after two terms as President, stepping aside. 

Gordon Wood – The Radicalism of the American Revolution
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How Was This Revolution Different?

1. The founders went into the 
Revolutionary War reluctantly

2. The American Revolution did 
not include a general rebellion 

against authority
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How Was This Revolution Different?

Upon my arrival in the United States, the religious 
aspect of the country was the first thing that struck 

my attention; and the longer I stayed there the more 
did I perceive the great political consequences 

resulting from this state of things…

Alexis De Tocqueville – Democracy in America, 1831

How Was This Revolution Different?

In France I had almost always seen the spirit of 
religion and the spirit of freedom marching in 

opposite directions; but in America I found that 
they were intimately united, and that they reigned 

in common over the same country.

Alexis De Tocqueville – Democracy in America, 1831
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When Does Resistance 
Become a Duty?

Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and the authorities that 
exist are appointed by God.

Romans 13:1

Submission to Authority
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…as the Father gave Me commandment, so 
I do.

John 14:31

Submission to Authority

Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away 
from Me; nevertheless not My will, but 

Yours, be done.

Luke 22:42

Submission to Authority
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Law of nature, is a rule of conduct arising out of 
the natural relations of human beings established 
by the Creator, and existing prior to any positive 
precept. Thus it is a law of nature, that one man 

should not injure another, and murder and 
fraud would be crimes, independent of any 

prohibition from a supreme power. 

Webster’s Dictionary – 1828 Edition

Natural Law
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Laws of nations; the rules that regulate the 
mutual intercourse of nations or states. These 

rules depend on natural law…

Webster’s Dictionary – 1828 Edition

Natural Law

Natural Law in the Declaration 
of Independence

When in the Course of human events it 
becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with 
another and to assume among the powers of the 
earth, the separate and equal station to which 

the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle 
them, a decent respect to the opinions of 

mankind requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation. 
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Natural Law in the Declaration 
of Independence

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 

— That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers 

from the consent of the governed, — That whenever 
any Form of Government becomes destructive of 

these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government,

He [King George] has waged cruel war against 
human nature itself, violating its most sacred 

right of life and liberty... 

Thomas Jefferson – Deleted portion of the Declaration 
of Independence, June 1776

Sacred Rights
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The measures which [Britain] hath for 
sometime been, and now are, most violently 
pursuing, are repugnant to every principle of 

natural justice;

George Washington – Letter to Bryan Fairfax, 1774

Sacred Rights

Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.

Matthew 22:21

Sacred Rights
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We recognize no sovereign but 
God, and no king but Jesus!

John Adams – April 18, 1775

Sacred Rights

Humanism is a progressive philosophy of 
life that, without supernaturalism, affirms 

our ability and responsibility to lead 
ethical lives of personal fulfillment that 
aspire to the greater good of humanity.

Preamble - Humanist Manifesto III

Endangered Sacred Rights
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America
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Next Week:
Christianity and the 

Constitution


