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“The Constitution is not an instrument 
for the government to restrain the 
people, it is an instrument for the 

people to restrain the government -- lest 
it come to dominate our lives and 

interests.”

Patrick Henry
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1776 – Declaration of Independence

1781 – Articles of Confederation Ratified 

1781 – British Army Defeated at Yorktown

1783 – Treaty of Paris

Sept 17, 1787 – U.S. Constitution Adopted 

1776 to 1787 Timeline

Lacked authority to tax the states.

Did not strike right balance between large and small 
states.  Larger states were expected to contribute 

more but only had one vote.

Replaced by the United States Constitution
on June 21, 1788

Problems of the Articles of 
Confederation
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May 25th to September 17th, 1787

55 delegates from 12 states

“Officially” gathered to revise and strengthen the 
weak Articles of Confederation

The Constitutional (Philadelphia) 
Convention

James Madison
George Washington 

Alexander Hamilton
Edmund Randolph
Charles Pinckney
Roger Sherman

Gouverneur Morris
Benjamin Franklin

The Constitutional (Philadelphia) 
Convention Key Players
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Preamble: Statement of Purpose
Article 1: Legislative Power
Article 2: Executive Power 
Article 3: Judicial Power
Article 4: States’ Powers and Limits
Article 5: Process of Amendment
Article 6: Federal Power
Article 7: Ratification

Articles of the Constitution

Amendment 1-10: Bill of Rights

1. Freedom of Religion, Speech, 
Press, Assembly, and Petition

2. Right to Bear Arms

Amendments 11-27

Amendments to the Constitution
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"Whatever may be the judgment pronounced on the 
competency of the architects of the Constitution, or 

whatever may be the destiny of the edifice prepared by them, 
I feel it a duty to express my profound and solemn 

conviction, driven from my intimate opportunity of 
observing and appreciating the views of the Convention, 

collectively and individually, that there never was an 
assembly of men charged with a great and arduous trust, 

who were more pure in their motives, or more exclusively or 
anxiously devoted to the object committed to them, than 
were the members of the Federal Convention of 1787."

James Madison on the Final Draft 
of the Constitution

"There are several parts of this Constitution which I 
do not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall 

never approve them. ... I doubt to whether any other 
Convention we can obtain, may be able to make a 
better Constitution. ... It therefore astonishes me, 

Sir, to find this system approaching so near to 
perfection as it does; and I think it will astonish our 

enemies..."

Benjamin Franklin on the Final 
Draft of the Constitution
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“…the American Constitution is, so far as I can see, 
the most wonderful work ever struck off at a given 

time by the brain and purpose of man.”

W.E. Gladstone on the Final Draft 
of the Constitution

Is the Constitution 
Christian?
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“Our major task in life is to discover what is true and 
live in step with that truth. ...Every world view can  

be analyzed by the way it answers three basic 
questions: Where did we come from, and who are we 

(creation)?  What has gone wrong with the world 
(fall)?  And what can we do to fix it (redemption)?  

These three questions form a grid that we can use to 
break down the inner logic of every belief system or 

philosophy that we encounter...”

Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live?

What is a Christian Worldview?

1. There is a transcendent God who created the 
universe.  He existed before the world existed and 
the universe is dependent at every moment on his 

providential governance and care.

What is a Christian Worldview?

2. God has spoken and revealed an absolute and 
unchanging standard of right and wrong.

3. Truth is God's perspective, as revealed in 
Scripture.
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4. Christians are idealists, judging everything not by 
what works, by but by what ought to be.

What is a Christian Worldview?

5. Sin is real and has deeply twisted human nature.  
The human propensity to evil and disorder must be 

hemmed in by law and tradition

What Ideas Influenced 
the Founders?



9

Influential Ideas

“The French democracy is the product of all
modern philosophy… the Anglo-Saxon

democracy is the product of a severe theology
learned by a few Christian fugitives in the

gloomy cities of Holland and Switzerland…”

Emilio Castelar, Spanish Statesman – 1870

Influential Ideas

“The theology to which Castelar referred
was none other than Puritan. At the heart of the

Puritan theology of civil government was the
written civil covenant to define the nature and

purpose of the civil order and to govern the
power of the nation’s rulers.”

Herb Titus, The Constitution of the United States
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Influential Ideas

“The Mayflower Compact, written in 1620
by the Pilgrims who came from Holland, was 

the first uniquely American civil compact.
That compact formed a “civil body politic” 

and, thereby, put into effect the Puritan 
theology of Covenant.”

David Crowe, Restore America

Influential Ideas

“The (Mayflower Document) represents the
application of the philosophy of the church covenant 

to the affairs of civil government… This theology 
found in the Scriptures gives the right of men to 

associate and covenant to form a church and a civil 
government and to choose their own

officers to administer both religious and civil affairs.”

American Bar Association Foundation - 1972
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Influential Ideas

“…[It was] the Puritan practice of church covenants 
that gave rise to the concept of political covenants,

compacts and written constitutions.”

David Gibbs Jr., Constitutional Scholar, Author and Lawyer

The Founder’s Religion
28  Episcopalians
8    Presbyterians
7    Congregationalists
2    Lutherans
2    Dutch Reformed
2    Methodists
2    Roman Catholics
3    Deists
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What the Founders Wrote

Donald S. Lutz and Charles S. Hyneman reviewed 
15000 items, 2200 books, pamphlets, articles, and 

monographs with explicitly political content 
between 1760 and 1805.  They reduced these to 

916 items and 3154 references…

Distribution of Citations

Bible – 34%
Enlightenment – 22%

Whig – 18%
Common Law – 11%

Classical – 9%
Peers – 4%

Others – 2%
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Enlightenment Thinker Citations

Montesquieu – 8.3%
Blackstone – 7.9%

Locke – 2.9%
Hume – 2.7%

Rousseau – .9%
Voltaire – .5%

Charles de Secondat, baron de Montesquieu

Separation of powers between 
legislative, executive and judicial

All law has its source in God
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Charles de Secondat, baron de Montesquieu

“God is related to the 
universe, as Creator and 

Preserver; the laws by which 
He created all things are 

those by which He preserves 
them.”

Charles de Secondat, baron de Montesquieu

Separation of powers between 
legislative, executive and judicial

All law has its source in God

Man is basically evil and 
self-centered
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Charles de Secondat, baron de Montesquieu

“[Man] is hurried away by 
a thousand impetuous 
passions.  Such a being 

might every instant forget 
his Creator.”

Sir William Blackstone

All law has its source in God
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Sir William Blackstone

“Law of Nature.  This will of his 
Maker is called the law of 

nature…  [This law of nature] is 
binding over all the globe in all 
countries, and at all times: no 

human laws are of any validity, if 
contrary to this…”

Sir William Blackstone

All law has its source in God

Revealed law is found 
in the Bible
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Sir William Blackstone

“The doctrines thus delivered we 
call the revealed or divine law, 

and they are to be found only in 
the Holy Scriptures.  These 
precepts, when revealed, are 

found upon comparison to be 
really a part of the original law of 

nature…”

Sir William Blackstone

“Upon these two foundations, 
the law of nature and the law of 
revelation, depend all human 

laws; that is to say, no human law 
should be suffered to contradict 

these.”
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Sir William Blackstone

All law has its source in God

Revealed law is found 
in the Bible

The defined role of judges

Sir William Blackstone

Judges discover and apply law; 
they do not “make” law.  Judges 

are not a source of law.
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Biblical Principles in 
the Constitution

Biblical Principles in the Constitution

The Providence of God
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Benjamin Franklin on Providence

“I have lived, Sir, a long time, 
and the longer I live, the more 
convincing proofs I see of this 
truth- that God Governs in the 
affairs of men. And if a sparrow 

cannot fall to the ground 
without his notice, is it 

probable that an empire can 
rise without his aid?” 

Biblical Principles in the Constitution

The Providence of God

The Law of God

The Equality of Man
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Abraham Lincoln on Equality
“The authors of that notable instrument… did not 

intend to declare all men equal in all respects.  
They did not mean to say all were equal in color, 

size, intellect, moral developments, or social 
capacity.  They defined with tolerable distinctness, 

in what rights they did consider all men created 
equal – equal in ‘certain unalienable rights, among 

which are life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.’” 

Biblical Principles in the Constitution

The Providence of God

The Law of God

The Equality of Man

God-Given Human Rights
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Thomas Jefferson on Human Rights

“God who gave us life, gave us liberty at the same 
time.  Can the liberties of a nation be secure when 
we have removed their only sure basis, a conviction 
in the minds of the people that those liberties are 

the gift from God?” 

Biblical Principles in the Constitution

The Providence of God

The Law of God

The Equality of Man

God-Given Human Rights

The Sinful Nature of Man
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James Madison on the Nature of Man
“But what is government itself but the greatest of 

all reflections on human nature?  If men were 
angels, no government would be necessary.  If 

angels were to govern men, neither external nor 
internal controls on government would be 

necessary.  In framing a government which is to be 
administered by men over men, the great difficulty 
lies in this: You must first enable the government 

to control the governed; and in the next place, 
oblige it to control itself.”

Biblical Principles in the Constitution

The Providence of God

The Law of God

The Equality of Man

God-Given Human Rights

The Sinful Nature of Man

Personal Property Rights

Non-Interference of Church and State
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Separation of Church and State
“Probably at the time of the adoption of the 

Constitution, and of the amendment to it now under 
consideration, the general, if not the universal sentiment 

was, that Christianity ought to receive encouragement 
from the state, so far as was not incompatible with the 

private rights of conscience and the freedom of religious 
worship.  An attempt to level all religions, and to make 

it a matter of state policy to hold all in utter 
indifference, would have created universal 

disapprobation, if not universal indignation.”

Joseph Story, Harvard Law Professor and Supreme Court Justice

Separation of Church and State

“The First Amendment requires that a statute must be 
invalidated if it is entirely motivated by a purpose to 

advance religion.”

United States Supreme Court – Lemon v. Kurtzmen, 1971
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“The State's endorsement… of prayer activities at the 
beginning of each schoolday is not consistent with the 

established principle that the government must pursue a 
course of complete neutrality toward religion.” 

United States Supreme Court – Wallace v. Jaffree, 1985

Separation of Church and State

God

America
and

Next Week:
The Role of Religion
in the New Nation


