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God

America
and

The Role of Religion in 
the New Nation

The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof…
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Separation of Church and State
“Probably at the time of the adoption of the 

Constitution, and of the amendment to it now under 
consideration, the general, if not the universal sentiment 

was, that Christianity ought to receive encouragement 
from the state, so far as was not incompatible with the 

private rights of conscience and the freedom of religious 
worship.  An attempt to level all religions, and to make 

it a matter of state policy to hold all in utter 
indifference, would have created universal 

disapprobation, if not universal indignation.”

Joseph Story,
Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, 1851

Separation of Church and State

“…the whole power over the subject of religion is left 
exclusively to the state governments, to be acted upon 

according to their own sense of justice”

Joseph Story,
Commentaries on the Constitution of the United States, 1851
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Separation of Church and State

“The First Amendment requires that a statute must be 
invalidated if it is entirely motivated by a purpose to 

advance religion.”

United States Supreme Court – Lemon v. Kurtzmen, 1971

“The State's endorsement… of prayer activities at the 
beginning of each school-day is not consistent with the 

established principle that the government must pursue a 
course of complete neutrality toward religion.” 

United States Supreme Court – Wallace v. Jaffree, 1985

Separation of Church and State
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1948 – Court finds religious instruction in public schools a 
violation of the establishment clause and therefore 
unconstitutional

The Supreme Court on Separation 
of Church and State

1962 – Any kind of prayer, composed by public school 
districts, even nondenominational prayer, is unconstitutional 
government sponsorship of religion.

1987 – Unconstitutional for state to require teaching of 
"creation science" in all instances in which evolution is taught. 
Statute had a clear religious motivation.

1980 – Court finds posting of the Ten Commandments in 
schools unconstitutional.

What did the 
Founders Say?
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George Washington

“Of all the dispositions and habits 
which lead to political prosperity, 

religion and morality are 
indispensable supports. In vain 

would that man claim the tribute of 
patriotism, who should labor to 

subvert these great pillars of human 
happiness, these firmest props of 
the duties of men and citizens.”

Farewell Address – Sept 17th, 1796

John Adams

“Statesmen, my dear Sir, may 
plan and speculate for liberty, 

but it is Religion and 
Morality alone which can 
establish the Principles on 

which Freedom can securely 
stand.”

Letter of June 21st, 1776
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Benjamin Rush

“The only foundation for a 
republic…is to be laid in 

religion.  Without this, there 
can be no virtue, and without 
virtue there can be no liberty, 

and liberty is the life and 
object of all republican 

governments.”

Essays, Literary, Moral and 
Philosophical, 1798

George Washington

“…And let us with caution 
indulge the supposition that 
morality can be maintained 

without religion…reason and 
experience both forbid us to 

expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious 

principle.”

Farewell Address – Sept 17th, 1796
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Benjamin Rush

“Christianity is the only true 
and perfect religion; and that 

in proportion as mankind 
adopt its principles and obey 
its precepts they will be wise 

and happy.”

A Defense of the Use of the Bible 
as a School Book, 1798

Charles Carroll – Signer of the Declaration

“Without morals, a republic 
cannot subsist any length of 
time; they therefore who are 

decrying the Christian 
religion…are undermining 

the solid foundation of 
morals, the best security for 

the duration of free 
governments.”

Letter to James McHenry, 1800
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Samuel Adams

“Religion and good 
morals are the only solid 

foundation of public 
liberty and happiness.” 

Letter to John Trumbull, 1778

Patrick Henry

“The great pillars of all 
government and of social 
life [are] virtue, morality 
and religion.  This is the 
armor…and this alone 

that renders us 
invincible.”

Letter to Archibald Blair, 1799
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Alexis de Tocqueville

“The Americans combine 
the notions of 

Christianity and liberty so 
intimately in their minds 

that it is impossible to 
make them conceive one 

without the other.”

Democracy in America

Alexis de Tocqueville

“The religious atmosphere was the first thing 
that struck me upon my arrival in the U.S.  
In France I had seen the spirits of religion 
and freedom almost always marching in 
opposite directions, in America, I found 

them intimately linked together and joined 
and reigned over the same land...

Democracy in America
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Alexis de Tocqueville

Religion should therefore be considered one 
their first political institutions.  From the 

start, politics and religion have agreed, and 
have not ceased to do so since.”

Democracy in America

Benjamin Franklin

“…only a virtuous people 
are capable of freedom.  

As nations become 
corrupt and vicious, they 

have more need of 
master.”

Letters to Messrs. The Abbes 
Chalut and Arnaud, April 17th, 

1787
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John Adams

“We have no government armed 
in power capable of contending in 

human passions unbridled by 
morality and religion… Our 

Constitution was made only for a 
moral and religious people.  It is 

wholly inadequate to the 
government of any other.” 

Address to the Officers of the 
Massachusetts Militia, 1798

Daniel Webster

“To preserve the government, we 
must also preserve morals.  

Morality rests on religion;  if you 
destroy the foundation, the 

superstructure must fall.  When 
the public mind becomes vitiated 
and corrupt, laws are a nullity and 

constitutions are waste paper.”

4th of July, 1800
Oration at Hanover, N.H.
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Noah Webster
“…the moral principles and precepts 
contained in the Scriptures ought to 

form the basis of all our civil 
constitutions and laws…  All the 

miseries and evils which men suffer 
from vice, crime, ambition, 

injustice, oppression, slavery and 
war, proceed from their despising or 
neglecting the precepts contained in 

the Bible.”

History of the United States, 1833

Early American 
Education
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Harvard’s Rules and Precepts - 1636

“Let every student be plainly instructed, and 
earnestly pressed to consider well, the main end 
of his life and studies is, to know God and Jesus 

Christ which is eternal life (John 17:3) and 
therefore lay Christ at the bottom, as the only 

foundation of all sound knowledge and learning”

Reply to David McLure, Oct 25, 1836

Harvard’s Original Motto

“Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae”
Truth for Christ and the Church

“Veritas”
Truth
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Princeton Founding Statement - 1746

“Cursed is all learning that is 
contrary to the Cross of Christ”

Columbia University Seal

YHWH “Yahweh” 
in Hebrew

Psalm 36:9 in Latin
“In Thy light we see light”

Psalm 27:1 in Hebrew
“God is my light”

1 Peter 2:1-2
Admonishment to desire the 

pure milk of God’s word
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Noah Webster

“In my view, the Christian Religion is the most 
important and one of the first things in which all 
children, under a free government, ought to be 

instructed…no truth is more evident to my mind 
than that the Christian Religion must be the basis of 

any government intended to secure the rights and 
privileges of a free people.”

Reply to David McLure, Oct 25, 1836

Gouverneur Morris

“Religion is the only solid basis of good 
morals; therefore education should teach the 

precepts of religion and the duties of man 
towards God.”

Life of Gouverneur Morris, Vol III
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Samuel Adams

“Let divines and philosophers, statesmen and 
patriots, unite their efforts to renovate the age, by 

impressing the minds of men with the importance of 
educating their little boys and girls, of inculcating in 
the minds of youth the fear and love of the Deity…in 
short of leading them in the study and practice of the 

exalted virtues of the Christian system.”

Letter to John Adams, Oct 4, 1790

Benjamin Rush

“In contemplating the political institutions of the 
United States, I lament that we waste so much time 
and money in punishing crimes, and take so little 

pains to prevent them.  We profess to be republicans 
and yet neglect the only means of establishing and 
perpetuating our republican forms of government.  
That is the universal education of our youth in the 

principles of Christianity by the means of the Bible.”

A Defense of the Use of the Bible as a 
School Book, 1798
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The New England Primer

The Bible was the number one best seller in the early 
American colonies, the New England Primer was 

number two.  It became the most successful 
educational text book published in colonial and the 

early days of the United States

The New England Primer
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The New England Primer
A Lesson For Children

Pray to God. Call no ill names. Love God. Use no ill 
words. Fear God. Tell no lies. Serve God. Hate Lies. 

Take not God's Name in vain. Speak the Truth. 
Spend your Time well. Do not Swear. Love your 

School. Do not Steal. Mind your Book. Cheat not in 
your play. Strive to learn. Play not with bad boys. Be 

not a Dunce.

The New England Primer
Spiritual Milk for American Babes

Q. 36. What are the benefits which in this life do 
accompany or flow from justification, adoption and 

sanctification ?

A. The benefits which in this life do accompany or 
flow from justification, adoption and sanctification, 
are assurance of God's love, peace of conscience, joy 

in the holy Ghost, increase of grace, and perseverance 
therein to the end. 
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The New England Primer
Spiritual Milk for American Babes

Q.1. What is the chief end of man ?

A. Man's chief end is to glorify God and enjoy him 
forever.

Northwest Ordinance Document - 1787

Article III. Religion, morality, 
and knowledge, being necessary 

to good government and the 
happiness of mankind, schools 

and the means of education 
shall forever be encouraged. 
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What has Happened? 

Why the Difference in Interpretation?

“The First Amendment requires that a statute must be 
invalidated if it is entirely motivated by a purpose to 

advance religion.”

United States Supreme Court – Lemon v. Kurtzmen, 1971
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The Living Constitution

“The theory of a "living" Constitution suggests a 
document that remains interdependent with the society 

that implements it. Its proponents thus argue that 
societal progress should be taken into account when 

interpreting key constitutional phrases.”

Adam Winkler, A Revolution Too Soon

Al Gore – 2000 Presidential Campaign

“I would look for justices of the Supreme Court who 
understand that our Constitution is a living and 
breathing document, that it was intended by our 

founders to be interpreted in the light of the constantly 
evolving experience of the American people.”
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Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.

“The case before us must be 
considered in the light of out 

whole experience and not 
merely in that of what was said 
a hundred years ago… We must 
consider what this country has 
become in deciding what that 

[tenth] amendment has 
reserved”

Missouri v Holland, 1920

Evolving Society?

“The words of the [Eighth] Amendment are 
not precise, and that their scope is not 
static. The Amendment must draw its 

meaning from the evolving standards of 
decency that mark the progress of a 

maturing society.”

Chief Justice Earl Warren, Trop v Dulles, 1958
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Woodrow Wilson – The New Freedom

“Living political constitutions must 
be Darwinian in structure and in 
practice… All that progressives ask 
or desire is permission – in an era 

when ‘development,’ ‘evolution,’ is 
the scientific word – to interpret the 

Constitution according to 
Darwinian principle…” 28th President

(1913 – 1921)

Modern American 
Education
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Father of the Common School

“Mann…perceived the public 
school as the cure for social ills 
and exhibited faith in human 

goodness given the right 
education and environment.”

Education in a Free Society,
Dr. Edward Younkins

Horace Mann

Horace Mann
Father of the Common School

“Mann's religion without salvation was attractive to 
an elite who was confident of its own success and of 

the country's inevitable progress.”

“Mann…said that closing down prisons would be 
possible, given a generation of schools according to 

his prescriptions”

Education in a Free Society, Dr. Edward Younkins
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The Architect of Modern Education

“Faith in the prayer-hearing God is 
an unproved and outmoded faith. 
There is no God and there is no 

soul. Hence, there are no needs for 
the props of traditional religion. 

With dogma and creed excluded, the 
immutable truth is also dead and 

buried. There is no room for fixed, 
natural law or moral absolutes.”

John Dewey, “Soul-Searching,” Teacher 
Magazine, Sept. 1933

John Dewey

Trail Blazer in Education

“Kilpatrick rejected completely 
and unequivocally this static, 
fixed predetermined universe, 

and withal he rejected the 'closed 
system' approach to education--to 
learning as conceived in finding 

out eternal and unchanging 
laws…”

Trail Blazer in Education, Samuel 
Tenenbaum William Heard 

Kilpatrick
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Nehemiah Institute

Worldview Failure

70-88% of students from “Christian” homes deny 
their faith before graduation from college

(barna.org)

Only 33% of churched youth say the church will 
play a part in their lives when they leave home

(Josh McDowell, 2006)
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Alexander Solzhenitsyn
“More than half a century ago, while I was still a 
child, I recall hearing a number of older people 

offer the following explanation for the great 
disasters that had befallen Russia: Men have 

forgotten God; that's why all this has happened.”

Templeton Address, 1983

Alexander Solzhenitsyn
Since then I have spent well-nigh fifty years working on 
the history of our Revolution; in the process I have read 

hundreds of books, collected hundreds of personal 
testimonies, and have already contributed eight volumes 
of my own toward the effort of clearing away the rubble 

left by that upheaval…

Templeton Address, 1983
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…But if I were asked today to formulate as concisely as 
possible the main cause of the ruinous Revolution that 
swallowed up some sixty million of our people, I could 

not put it more accurately than to repeat: Men have 
forgotten God; that's why all this has happened.

Templeton Address, 1983

Alexander Solzhenitsyn

“If the enemy can destroy the 
Christian’s passion for America, 
then he has won the major battle 

for the soul of this nation.” 

Hudson Taylor

Our Passion for America
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“As one candle may light a thousand, so the 
light kindled here has shown unto many, yea 
in some sort to our whole nation… We have 

noted these things so that you might see 
their worth and not negligently lose what 
your fathers have obtained with so great a 

hardship.” 

William Bradford

Our Passion for America

God

America
and

God Bless America,
Land that I Love
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My country, 'tis of Thee,
Sweet Land of Liberty

Of thee I sing;
Land where my fathers died,
Land of the pilgrims' pride,
From every mountain side

Let Freedom ring.

Our fathers' God to Thee,
Author of Liberty,
To thee we sing,

Long may our land be bright
With Freedom's holy light,

Protect us by thy might
Great God, our King. 


